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Luxury Cruises to Çeşme: Çeşme Cruise Port Guide 

 
Welcome to the Cesme Cruise Port guide, your comprehensive resource for exploring one of the most 
charming cruise ports in Türkiye. Increasingly featured on luxury Mediterranean cruise itineraries, Çeşme has 
become a popular port of call for ships such as Seabourn, Azamara, Regent Seven Seas, Oceania, and Explora 
Journeys. Unlike many smaller destinations, the Çeşme Cruise Port allows ships to dock directly (no tender required) 
so passengers can step ashore and immediately explore the marina, Ottoman fountains, and vibrant town centre. 

 

What to do with 6 to 9 Hours Onshore in Çeşme 

Cruise ships typically arrive in the morning between 08:00 and 09:00 and depart in the late afternoon or early 
evening, between 17:00 and 19:00 (occasionally 22:00). This timing allows passengers a full day in port, enabling 
both half-day excursions and leisurely full-day outings before comfortably re-embarking. The port’s central location 
makes logistics straightforward, shore excursions can run on efficient half-day or full-day schedules, and 
independent guests can enjoy several hours of free exploration. 

 
Please remember that it’s your responsibility to be back on board before your ship’s departure. We’ve highlighted some wonderful experiences around Çeşme, 
but these are independent activities and excursions, not operated by your cruise line or LikeCesme.com. Enjoy them at your own pace and always allow plenty of 
time to return comfortably to the port. 

 

Walkable from the Port 
 

From the moment you step off your ship at the Çeşme Cruise Port, you’ll find that many of the town’s highlights are 
just a short stroll away. Within easy walking distance are historic landmarks such as Çeşme Castle and its 
Archaeology Museum, traditional experiences like the Parga Turkish Bath, and cultural trails including the Ottoman 
Fountain Walk and the Memory Museum.  
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The lively marina and promenade offer cafés, mastic-flavoured desserts, and the famous kumru sandwich, while 
nearby streets are filled with boutiques, Turkish souvenir shops, and artisan stores. Whether you have two hours or 
a full day, Çeşme’s compact layout makes it perfect for cruise passengers to explore independently on foot. Below 
are some suggestions for you. 
 
Visit Çeşme Castle & Archaeology Museum: The 16th-century Çeşme Castle, built by the Ottomans, dominates the 
harbour and is one of the town’s most important landmarks. It played a key role in regional defence and later 
became closely associated with the Battle of Çeşme in 1770, when the Russian fleet destroyed much of the Ottoman 
navy just offshore. Today, passengers can explore its ramparts for sweeping views, wander through the small 
Archaeology Museum, and see artefacts from the ancient city of Erythrai. Around the castle grounds, visitors will 
also find memorials commemorating the battle, making it both a cultural and historical highlight within a short walk 
from the port. 
 
For full details and history of Çeşme Castle & Archaeology Museum, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Castle Museum 

 
Experience the Historical Parga Turkish Bath (Hammam): The Çeşme Historical Parga Hammam is an atmospheric 
Ottoman-era bathhouse where visitors can step into a centuries-old tradition of cleansing and relaxation. With its 
domed ceilings, marble interiors, and warm steam, the hammam offers a chance to unwind in the authentic Turkish 
way. It’s a unique cultural experience for passengers seeking a short escape from sightseeing while staying close to 
the cruise port. 
 
For full history and details (including entry schemes and prices) of the Historical Parga Turkish Bath (Hammam), visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Spa & Hammam 

 
Try a Kumru Sandwich: Çeşme’s culinary claim to fame is the kumru sandwich; sesame-crusted bread made with 
fermented chickpea yeast, traditionally stuffed with melted cheese, sucuk (Turkish sausage), or salami. Many local 
cafés and snack shops near the port prepare them fresh, making kumru an easy and authentic street food 
experience for cruise passengers looking for a quick lunch during their day ashore. 
 
To understand more about the Kumru Sandwich, including how it is made, visit LikeCesme.com – Kumru Sandwich 

 
Taste Mastic Desserts & Ice Cream at Alaköy Pastanesi: The Çeşme–Chios region is famous for mastic, a natural 
resin with a subtle pine-like flavour. At Alaköy Pastanesi in the marina district, cruise passengers can try mastic-
flavoured puddings, ice creams, or pastries. Sampling these desserts is a delicious way to experience a flavour unique 
to the Aegean, and it pairs perfectly with a Turkish coffee or tea before returning to the ship. 
 
To understand more about İzmir & Çeşme Desserts and where to eat them, visit LikeCesme.com – İzmir & Çeşme Desserts, To learn more about Mastic, 
visit LikeCesme.com – Mastic 

 
Stroll the Promenade & Relax at the Sun Deck: The seafront promenade stretches from the cruise port along the 
marina and for a further one kilometre past the fish restaurants to Tekke Beach, which is ideal for a leisurely walk. 
Passengers can admire yachts, fishing boats, and the castle skyline, while stopping at the Sun Terrace and lounge to 
enjoy a drink with Aegean views. It’s a relaxing way to take in the harbour atmosphere before or after visiting nearby 
attractions. 
 
To understand more about the Çeşme Sun Terrace, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Sun Terrace 
 

 

 

 

https://likecesme.com/cesme-castle-museum/
https://likecesme.com/cesme-spas/
https://likecesme.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Kumru.jpg
https://likecesme.com/desserts/
https://likecesme.com/mastic/
https://likecesme.com/cesme-sun-terrace/
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Visit the Çeşme Memory Museum: The Çeşme Memory Museum, located near the Sun Terrace, is a small yet 
engaging space dedicated to the social history of Çeşme and its residents. It is free to enter, and exhibits highlight 
migration stories, traditions, and everyday life in the region, offering a deeper perspective beyond the tourist sights. 
It is conveniently located on the waterfront, a meaningful stop for those interested in culture and heritage. 
 
To understand more about the Çeşme Memory Museum, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme City Memory Museum 
 
Follow the Ottoman Fountain Trail: Çeşme (whose name means “Fountain”) is named after the network of historic 
fountains dating back to the Ottoman period and earlier. The Ottoman Fountain Trail is a walk mapped out by 
LikeCesme.com that guides visitors past these elegant and sometimes neglected structures. For cruise passengers, 
the trail offers a fascinating way to explore side streets, hidden squares, and the town’s architectural history. 
 
To read about the history of Çeşme’s fountains and download a walking route map of the fountains, visit LikeCesme.com – Fountains of Çeşme 

 
Shopping for Clothing & Accessories: Just minutes from the port, Çeşme’s shopping streets are filled with boutiques 
selling summer clothing, beachwear, and accessories. Visitors can browse linen dresses, resort fashion, and stylish 
sandals, ideal for travellers who want to take home something both fashionable and practical. These shops often 
feature local designers, giving passengers a taste of contemporary Turkish style. Since Türkiye manufactures much of 
Europe’s clothing, the products are generally good value for money compared to many other destinations. For 
modern, affordable clothing, try high-street brands such as LC Waikiki, which has a branch in the town centre. 
 
To understand more about Shopping in Çeşme, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Shopping & Retail Zones 

 
Shopping for Souvenirs & Specialist Gifts: For unique keepsakes, cruise passengers will find Turkish souvenirs and 
specialist gifts in the old town and around the marina. Popular items include handmade ceramics, olive oil soaps, 
Turkish delight, and mastic products, all of which are unique to the region. Small artisan shops also sell jewellery, 
textiles, and decorative pieces that reflect Çeşme’s heritage. Türkiye is famous worldwide for its lokum (Turkish 
delight) and nuts, especially hazelnuts, of which it is one of the world’s largest producers. For high-quality packaged 
delights and nut products, try Tuğba Kuruyemiş along the High Street. 
 
To understand more about Shopping in Çeşme, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Shopping & Retail Zones 

https://likecesme.com/cesme-city-memory-exhibit/
https://likecesme.com/cesme-fountains/
https://likecesme.com/shopping/
https://likecesme.com/shopping/
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Excursions by Taxi from Çeşme Cruise Port 

Beyond the walkable sights of the harbour and old town, a short taxi ride from the Çeşme Cruise Port opens up a 
world of experiences, from the cobblestone charm of Alaçatı and the warm shallows of Ilıca Beach to the historic 
ruins of Erythrai in Ildır, the glamour of Çeşme’s beach clubs, and the excitement of world-class water sports. Taxis 
are widely available directly outside the port, generally clean and reliable, and most drivers accept payment by debit 
or credit card, making them a convenient option for cruise passengers looking to explore further afield. 
 
Taxi fares in Çeşme are set under the İzmir Metropolitan Municipality tariff, but visitors should expect to pay slightly higher rates, especially from the cruise port. 
Short journeys around Çeşme town typically cost around €8–10, while a ride to Ilıca Beach is approximately €10–12, and to Alaçatı, around €12–15 each way. For 
the more extended trip to Ildır and the Ancient City of Erythrai, passengers should budget approximately €25–30 each way. These figures are approximate, upper-
level estimates designed to help cruise passengers plan with confidence. Passengers can also ask the taxi driver to wait for them at an agreed hourly cost, but 
generally speaking, taxis are easy to find at these destinations — and if not, local restaurants or hotels are happy to call one on your behalf. See 
also LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Taxi’s. 

 

 
 
Discover Charming Alaçatı – The Jewel of the Aegean: Just 15 minutes from the cruise port by taxi, Alaçatı is one of 
Türkiye’s most enchanting towns. Famous for its cobblestone streets, whitewashed stone houses, and traditional 
windmills, it is also a hub for boutique shopping, wine bars, and stylish cafés. Cruise passengers can enjoy browsing 
artisan shops, sampling local Aegean cuisine, or simply soaking up the bohemian atmosphere that has made Alaçatı a 
must-see stop on any Çeşme cruise excursion. 
 
To see the activities and visitor sites available for you in Alaçatı, visit LikeCesme.com – Alaçatı 
 
Relax at Ilıca Beach and Thermal Springs: A quick taxi ride east brings you to Ilıca Beach, one of the Aegean’s most 
beautiful sandy bays. Known for its shallow turquoise waters, Ilıca is ideal for swimming and relaxing, even during a 
short cruise stop. Beneath the beach flow natural thermal mineral springs, warming parts of the shoreline and giving 
the area a spa-like character. With its beach cafés, facilities, and famous warm waters, Ilıca is an ideal choice for 
cruise guests looking to unwind during their day in Çeşme. 
 
To read about the thermal springs in Ilıca, visit LikeCesme.com – Thermal Springs, or LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Beaches (Ilıca Plajı) 

https://likecesme.com/cesme-taxis/
https://likecesme.com/alacati/
https://likecesme.com/thermal-springs/
https://likecesme.com/cesme-beaches/
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Step Back in Time at Ildırı and Ancient Erythrai: For history lovers, a taxi ride from Çeşme leads to Ildırı, a quiet 
fishing village overlooking the Aegean. Here lie the ruins of the Ancient City of Erythrai, once one of the twelve 
Ionian cities of antiquity. Visitors can explore a hillside theatre, temples, and city walls while taking in panoramic 
views of the bay. After exploring the ruins, the village itself offers a glimpse of authentic Turkish life, with narrow 
lanes of stone houses, warm hospitality, and seaside restaurants where you can enjoy a traditional Turkish lunch of 
freshly made gözleme (Turkish stuffed flatbread) or the catch of the day, from grilled fish to Aegean-style seafood. 
 
For full details and history of the Ancient City of Erythrai, visit LikeCesme.com – Ildir, Ancient City of Erythrai 

 
Beach Clubs and Coastal Escapes: Çeşme is renowned for its beach clubs and coastal resorts, many of which are 
within a short taxi ride of the port. From lively spots with music and water activities to more secluded lounges with 
comfortable sunbeds, the options cater to every style of traveller. Popular beaches such as Aya Yorgi Bay and 
Pırlanta Beach are known for their clear waters and vibrant atmospheres. Spending a few hours at a beach club is 
one of the most relaxing ways to enjoy Çeşme’s famous coastline during a cruise stop. 
 
To understand the options for beaches and beach clubs around Çeşme, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Beach Clubs, or LikeCesme.com – Çeşme Beaches 

 
Water sports Adventures: The Çeşme Peninsula is also one of the top destinations in the Mediterranean for water 
sports and is frequently featured in the world championship professional windsurfing circuit. Taxi rides from the port 
can transport passengers to beaches like Alaçatı Bay, a world-class destination for windsurfing and kitesurfing, 
thanks to its steady winds and shallow waters. Other areas around Çeşme offer opportunities for scuba diving and 
snorkelling, where visitors can explore the Aegean’s underwater life. Whether you are a beginner wanting a short 
lesson or an experienced adventurer, the peninsula offers exciting options that can fit within a cruise passenger’s 
day ashore. 
 
To see the water sports options for Çeşme and Alaçatı, visit LikeCesme.com – Çeşme & Alaçatı Water Sports 

 

 

Adventures Further Inland with Private Hire, Tours or Car Rental 

For cruise passengers who want to explore the countryside or further afield, a relatively short drive from Çeşme 
Cruise Port unlocks a world of memorable experiences. Whether you rent a car, hire a private driver, or join an 
organised tour, the region offers something for every interest; from the bird-filled wetlands of Alaçatı and the olive 
oil traditions celebrated at the Köstem Museum to boutique wine tastings in Urla, tranquil walks through the Uzbaş 
Arboretum, and the ancient ruins of Teos. For those seeking a bigger city adventure, İzmir is just an hour away, 
offering a blend of history, shopping, and culture along its famous seaside promenade. 

Explore the Alaçatı Wetland – A Birdwatcher’s Paradise: Just a short drive from Çeşme, the Alaçatı Wetland offers a 
serene escape into nature, home to flamingos, herons, and more than 150 bird species. This protected area is a 
hidden gem for photographers and birdwatchers, as well as anyone who wants to see the peninsula’s natural side 
beyond its beaches. A visit here highlights the rich biodiversity of the Aegean and the importance of conservation. 
 
To read about the birds you can spot and environmental threats to the Alaçatı Wetlands, visit LikeCesme.com – Alaçatı Wetland 

 
Discover the Köstem Olive Oil Museum – A Journey Through Aegean Heritage: Located around 30 minutes inland, 
the Köstem Olive Oil Museum is one of the world’s largest museums dedicated to olive oil. Visitors can trace 2,600 
years of olive cultivation through ancient presses, tools, and interactive displays, before enjoying tastings of locally 
produced oils. For cruise passengers interested in culture and gastronomy, this museum provides a fascinating look 
into one of the Mediterranean’s oldest traditions. 
 
To read about the history of olive oil in the region and find out about the Köstem Olive Oil Museum, visit LikeCesme.com – Köstem Olive Oil Museum. 

 

https://likecesme.com/ildiri/
https://likecesme.com/beach-clubs/
https://likecesme.com/cesme-beaches/
https://likecesme.com/water-sports/
https://likecesme.com/alacati-wetland/
https://likecesme.com/kostem-olive-oil-museum/
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Urla Wine Country – Boutique Vineyards and Tastings: The Urla Wine Route is a highlight for gourmets and wine 
lovers, located just 40 minutes from Çeşme. Boutique wineries such as Urla Şarapçılık, USCA, and MMG Winery invite 
visitors to tour vineyards, learn about winemaking, and enjoy tastings of elegant reds and whites made from 
indigenous grapes. Often paired with local cuisine, a wine excursion here offers a refined and memorable Aegean 
experience. 
 
To discover the many wineries on the Urla Wine Route, visit LikeCesme.com – Urla  Wineries – Şarapçılık, and the corresponding winery pages 

 

 
 
Wander the Uzbaş Arboretum – Nature and Tranquillity: For a relaxing day combined with wine tasting and 
surrounded by greenery, the Uzbaş Arboretum offers beautifully landscaped gardens, palm tree collections, and 
shaded walking paths near Urla. This conservation project features both native and exotic species, making it an ideal 
destination for nature enthusiasts, photographers, and families seeking a serene retreat. It’s a refreshing contrast to 
busy cruise days, offering space to reconnect with nature. 
 
To explore the Uzbaş Arboretum, visit LikeCesme.com – Uzbaş Arboretum 

 
Step Back in Time at the Ancient City of Teos: About an hour’s drive from Çeşme, the Ancient City of Teos provides a 
quieter, more intimate archaeological experience than the crowded ruins of Ephesus. Visitors can explore the 
remains of the great Temple of Dionysus, the ancient theatre, and extensive city walls, all set against a peaceful 
Aegean backdrop. Teos allows cruise passengers to immerse themselves in history without the rush, offering an 
authentic glimpse of an Ionian port city. 
 
For full details and history of the Ancient City of Teos, visit LikeCesme.com – Ancient City of Teos 

 
İzmir Day Trip – Culture, History and the Seaside Promenade: For those who want a taste of urban life, a one-hour 
drive takes you to İzmir, Turkey’s third-largest city. Here you can explore the bustling Kemeralti Bazaar, stroll the 
seaside Kordon Promenade, and visit landmarks such as the Agora of Smyrna and the iconic clock tower. İzmir blends 
ancient heritage with modern culture, making it an excellent choice for passengers seeking variety beyond Çeşme’s 
relaxed charm. 
 
To see the activities and visitor sites available for you on a day trip to İzmir, visit LikeCesme.com – İzmir 

https://likecesme.com/urla-wineries/
https://likecesme.com/uzbas-arberatorium/
https://likecesme.com/ancient-city-of-teos/
https://likecesme.com/izmir/
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A Note on the Ancient City of Ephesus 
 
While the ancient city of Ephesus is one of the world’s most spectacular archaeological sites and truly a must-see in 
your lifetime, it is not ideally suited as a day trip from Çeşme Port. Some cruise ships do offer excursions, but the 
journey involves a four-hour round trip by road, which would take up most of your time ashore. Not only that, but 
you would arrive in the middle of the day, during the hottest hours and at the busiest time when Ephesus is most 
crowded with tourists. It would be a shame to rush through such a remarkable place without being able to 
appreciate it fully. 
 
Instead, we recommend that you plan to visit Ephesus under the right circumstances. The best way is to choose a 
cruise itinerary that stops at Kuşadası, which is much closer and allows more time on site, or to fly into İzmir and 
spend at least one night in nearby Selçuk. From there, you can wake early in the morning and explore Ephesus at 
your own pace before the crowds arrive. This ancient city deserves at least six hours to truly experience its grandeur, 
making it far more rewarding when you can dedicate the proper time. If history is what you are seeking during your 
stop in Çeşme, we recommend visiting the Ancient City of Erythrai in Ildır, or, if you're more adventurous, the ruins 
of Teos, both offering remarkable glimpses into the region’s past without the crowds of tourists and the longer 
journey required to reach Ephesus. 
 
For your future adventures to see the marvels of Ephesus and read the history, visit LikeCesme.com – Ephesus Ancient City, or LikeCesme.com – Seven Churches of 
Revelation 

 
 

Bookable Organised Tours from Cesme Cruise Port 
 
Alaçatı & Çeşme Chill Tour: Vibes, Streets & Snapshots (via TripAdvisor)  
 
A relaxed half-day experience that blends sightseeing, leisure, and photography. Starting with pickup from Çeşme 
Port, the journey begins at Çeşme Marina and the historic Çeşme Castle, before continuing to the crystal-clear 
waters of Ilıca Beach. The highlight comes with a guided stroll through the charming streets of Alaçatı, where 
colourful stone houses, boutique shops, and flower-lined lanes create a truly magical setting. 
 
This small-group tour is designed for travellers who want to explore at a leisurely pace, with plenty of time for 
photos, swimming, and relaxing. Your host, Faruk Acar, is also a professional photographer, meaning you’ll leave not 
just with memories, but with stunning portraits to cherish and remember your day. With private transportation, 
castle admission, and a leisurely schedule, the tour offers the perfect balance of culture, nature, and lifestyle. 
 
 

 
 
  

https://likecesme.com/ephesus/
https://likecesme.com/seven-churches-of-revelation/
https://likecesme.com/seven-churches-of-revelation/
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Private İzmir City & Agora Tour with Lunch (via GetYourGuide) 
 
Step beyond the Aegean beaches and discover the vibrant heart of İzmir, one of Türkiye’s most historic and 
cosmopolitan cities. This full-day private tour begins with a comfortable pickup in Çeşme and takes you on a journey 
through İzmir’s most iconic landmarks. From the lively Konak Square with its famous Clock Tower to the 
ancient Agora of Smyrna, you’ll explore a city where modern life blends seamlessly with layers of history. 
 
Guided by a professional, English-speaking expert, you’ll uncover the stories behind İzmir’s bustling Kemeraltı 
Bazaar, stroll along the elegant Kordon waterfront, and visit the Ottoman-era Kızlarağası Inn. With a flexible 
schedule tailored to your interests, you can choose how long to spend at each stop, ensuring a day that suits your 
pace and preferences. A traditional Turkish lunch is included, adding an authentic flavour to your cultural journey. 
The tour is entirely private, making it ideal for couples, families, or small groups seeking a more personalised 
experience. 
 

 

Car Hire Close to Çeşme Cruise Port 
 
For cruise passengers arriving in Çeşme, hiring a car near the port is one of the smartest ways to make the most of a 
short stopover. Instead of relying on taxis or waiting for organised excursions, a rental car gives you complete 
flexibility to explore at your own pace. The Europcar Çeşme Hire Desk, for example, is conveniently located just 500 
metres from the cruise port exit, making pickup quick and easy; you can be on the road within minutes of stepping 
off the ship. With the freedom of your own vehicle, you decide where to go, how long to stay, and avoid the crowds 
of extensive group tours. 

 
With a car, you can also go beyond the usual tourist path. Drive through the 
vineyards and olive groves surrounding Urla, stop at a local winery, or head 
further along the coast to discover hidden beaches and small fishing villages. The 
journey back to the port is short and direct, so you can enjoy your time without 
worrying about missing your ship. In just a few hours, a rental car allows cruise 
passengers to experience history, culture, gastronomy, and the natural beauty of 
the Aegean, all at their own pace. To check availability on DiscoverCar, use the 
QR Code (left). Select Europcar for the cars closest to Çeşme Port or view pick-up 
locations on the map. Note that some car hire offers are not close to the port; be 
sure to select the nearest option. 
 

Note: All cruise passengers are solely responsible for ensuring they return to their ship by the published embarkation time. The recommendations provided on this 
page are intended as general information, and any activities, excursions, or services booked through third-party providers are undertaken entirely at the guest’s 
discretion. LikeCesme.com accepts no responsibility for delays, missed embarkations, injuries, losses, or additional costs arising from participation in these 
independent activities. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/GCkdmGSL91H7VVoV7
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